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Adelpho Chapter Hosts 172nd Convention
by David Green, Adelpho ’94

 The Adelpho Chapter is pleased to
welcome you to the 172nd Convention
of the Alpha Delta Phi on August 5th to
8th. The convention will be held at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in sunny Gar-
den Grove, California. The two-year-
old hotel is one mile south of Disney-
land and offers shuttle service to and
from the Magic Kingdom. The hotel
also offers a free hot “cook to order”
breakfast and a manager’s reception
featuring an open bar and free hors d’
oeuvres everyday from 5:30 -7:30 p.m.
For the benefit of those land-locked Al-
pha Delts, we will be hosting a Friday
night boat cruise in famous Newport
Harbor. The cruise will be aboard the
“Wild Goose” (John Wayne’s boat).

The 150-passenger boat has three
decks, two full bars and hors d’ oeuvers
(including bacon-wrapped scallops
and beef brochettes). The boat fea-
tures a luxurous state room and a
game room that once hosted Dean
Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr. and Bob
Hope. We are also pleased to an-
nounce that our guest of honor for the
always lively Saturday Banquet is “Ani-
mal House” author and Dartmouth
alumnus Chris Miller.

Those of you with young ones, or
with a desire to wear mouse ears, will
be pleased to hear we have a Disney-
land trip planned for Sunday, August
8th. The Adelpho Chapter welcomes
you and hopes you can attend. If you
need additional information please call
headquarters at (847) 965-1832.

The Adelpho Chapter: A Winding
Road To The Present

Liberty Plaza at Chapman University
with a piece of the Berlin Wall pic-
tured on the right side.

by David Green, Adelpho ’94

The story of the Adelpho Chapter of
Alpha Delta Phi is the story of two fra-
ternities, one local and one national, be-
coming one. The brothers who now call
themselves “Adelphos” share the
mixed heritage of a local fraternity at
Chapman College/University and the
long proud history of the fourth oldest
international fraternity.  Much like the
Alpha Delta Phi, the road since their
founding has lead them through many
twists and turns, but the foundation of
their association, their name and their
brothers, has never changed.

Chapman University, founded in
1861, was originally called Hesperian
College; it later merged with California
Christian College in Los Angeles.  In
1934, the institution was renamed in
honor of C.C. Chapman, an Orange
County entrepreneur and benefactor of
the school.  The college moved to its
current location in downtown Orange,
CA in 1954.

The first mention of the Adelpho
Men’s Christian Society was found in
the student paper, The Panther, in
1956, in an article noting their assem-
bly. This society became an official club
at Chapman College in 1963, and con-
tinued on as a Christian men’s service
group until the late 1960’s.

The first step away from being an ex-
clusively spiritual society occurred in
1969, when the men desired to be com-
petitive within the ranks of Chapman’s
intramural squads.  Asked to join due
to his athletic prowess, Brother Bill
Theriault created and solidified many

of the traditions that the Adelpho Chap-
ter continues to perform today.  Though
the chapters spiritual mission was re-
laxed, many of the rituals (such as Spiri-
tual Values Night) and pledge activities
lived on until their assimilation into the
Alpha Delta Phi (and some are still con-
tinued today).

During the mid-seventies, after a long
period of declining membership, a new
period of strong growth occurred at the
chapter. Brother Cam Malotte notes,
“When I pledged we only had three
people, the next class only had five,
then we had a class of fifteen and after
that, we had 32 pledges [in 1977].”

Due to this increase in membership,
the fraternity had to enter two different

(continued on page five)



ALPHA DELTA PHI 3

XAIPE

A Different Breed of Animal: The Real Story Behind the Deltas & “Animal House”
by T. Quincy McDonald, Virginia ’96

When Brother
Chris Miller D’ 63 col-
laborated with a
group of the freshest
(if unknown) writing,
acting, and directing
talent to pen the cre-
ative accomplishment
that would become
“Animal House,”  he

unwittingly established the common un-
derstanding of what fraternities must be
like for many in the next generation. Now
twenty-five years after its release, the
movie continues to inspire laughter and
sentimentality about crazy times spent
with good friends, when good sense and
maturity hadn’t yet come along.

For many years, Alpha Delta Phi chap-
ters have grown especially close to the
movie, with brothers memorizing lines,
incorporating showings of the film dur-
ing rush, and throwing toga parties. This
closeness comes, not only from enjoy-
ment of the film, but, from the knowledge
that absolutely, without a doubt, no
qualms about it, this film (one of the most
successful comedies of all time) was
largely taken from the antics of a real
chapter of Alpha Delta Phi. The
Dartmouth Chapter, during the period of
the late fifties and early sixties, served
as the creative fuel for many of the es-
capades seen on screen (sorry, folks, the
homecoming parade scene wasn’t drawn
from a real event), and many of the char-
acters people have grown to love in the
movie were taken from actual brothers
(and composites of real brothers) from
Alpha Delta Phi.

As all good “Animal House” fans know,
the movie ends as we find out the future
paths of the Deltas (and their enemies)
as they go on in life; but, as we sit here
twenty-five years after the launch of “Ani-
mal House,” where are the brothers, and
what is the untold story behind the real
Animal House?

Our search for the real Deltas (Alpha
Deltas, that is), takes us to a lot of inter-
esting places. While you might expect to
find the crew holed up in a shack in Key
West, avoiding their latest Dean Wormer,
you would be surprised to find more of
the true Dartmouth Alpha Delts saving
lives in some of the premier hospitals of
the world. You might find Otter at his vine-
yard near San Francisco (where he
spends free time away from his profes-
sion as an attorney), Pinto (Bro. Chris
Miller) working on his next project (or his
upcoming keynote address at the Alpha
Delta Phi International Convention this
year), or Hoover (or, at least, one of the

possible inspirations for Hoover) evalu-
ating merger and acquisitions documents
over coffee at the Runcible Spoon (a
popular bakery) in the small Hudson
River Valley town of Nyack, New York.
The locations and activities of the real
Deltas tell us one huge difference be-

The Alpha Delta House (formerly ADP Dartmouth Chapter House) Today

between them and their comedy counter-
parts: these folks are really, really smart
and very, very successful. Of the group
that “Animal House” portrays, many of
them went right from their undergraduate
activities to places like Harvard Law
School, and ended up in places like the
board room of Goldman Sachs.

When we caught up
with Brother Mike
Growney D’ 58; Chap-
ter President from
1959-60, one of the
brothers whose real
life may have inspired
the character of Hoo-
ver,  he shared a little
bit about the real Ani-

mal House, both then and now. First off,
Bro. Growney explains, the Animal House
was not so named because of the storied
parties and antics of its members (al-
though those certainly did happen), the
label came from the pledges names (al-
most all animal names) handed out to
pledges in the mid-fifties through the mid-
sixties. Brothers named the Frog (believed
partly to have inspired the character “D-
Day” from the movie), Flea, Flounder, Ot-
ter, Tiger, Rabbit, Pig, Goose, Bird, Mole,
Chick, Sow, T-Bear, Mouse, Reptile, Rat,
Lamb (now a famous cardiologist), Fish,
Fang, Pinto, and Magpie all inhabited the
Dartmouth House during this time. Some
of those names described talents (Fish

was one of three members who helped to
take Dartmouth to the U.S. nationals in the
swimming relay competition in the fifties),
others were peculiarities of a person’s
character (Magpie got his name from con-
stantly chattering behind the poker table
while other brothers were playing). They
were all in the house during a time of
change; the Korean War had just ended
and veterans returned to school (many of
whom were several years older than the
current undergraduates). These veterans
were used to playing by their own rules,
and some of that culture challenged stu-
dents to rebel against administrators who
seemed to see themselves as strict par-
ents.

Though there were plenty of parties and
wild times at the Dartmouth Chapter, there
were also strong bonds of brotherhood
and a deep commitment to knowing each
other in a real sense. As most other Alpha
Delts have had to do, the Dartmouth Chap-
ter required its pledges to get to know the
entire brotherhood: learning something
unique about each brother and pledges.
It is this familiarity, within the hyper-com-
petitive academic environment of Dart-
mouth College, which Bro. Growney
credits with building strong bonds that
exist still today.

Bro. Growney is quick to explain that,
while bonds of brotherhood will always
be the core of what we experience as
Alpha Delts, the rest of the fraternity ex-
perience must adjust to the times. “We did
some crazy things as undergraduates; we
didn’t hurt anyone, though, and it seems
as if many fraternities are doing more
dangerous things today,” states Bro.

(continued on page six)
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Building A Solid Alumni Program and Organization
by Ken Growney, Cornell ’82

How do you make
a good alumni pro-
gram?  First, of
course, you need
alumni.  You then
need to determine
the structure of your
alumni organization.
Since I am the Chair-
man of the Board for

Alpha Delta Phi at Cornell, Inc., I will use
our structure as the example.  Besides
my position, we have a President, Vice
President, Recording Secretary, Corre-
sponding Secretary, Treasurer, and a
number of Board members.  Among our
Board members, we have Directors
Emeritus who have full voting privileges
so therefore count toward the require-
ment of a quorum, but do not occupy or
take current seats that we can fill in other
ways.  We also have three undergradu-
ate members defined by their under-
graduate positions.  The undergraduate
President, Treasurer, and House Man-
ager are automatically full members of
our Board and therefore can vote on all
issues that come before us.

How do you encourage alumni broth-
ers to participate?  First, determine what
might be in it for them.  Then, determine
how you can position this and make it fun
at the same time.  If you are starting from
scratch, make phone calls, send letters,
and generally reach out to others who you
already know from your undergrad days.
Get together socially; perhaps have lunch
or dinner and discuss your time as an
undergrad and what it meant to you.
What did you “get out” of the undergrad
experience that you had, and how has it
shaped you?  Could you have obtained
this experience anywhere else?  Are you
prepared to give something back in or-
der to provide this same or similar expe-
rience to others?  Start with smaller
groups and then work toward larger gath-
erings.

Do alumni return to campus for Home-
coming or some other weekend during
the school year?  Make it very clear to
the undergrads that this time is for the
alumni and the undergrads responsibil-
ity is to invite, welcome, and entertain the
alumni and their friends, significant oth-
ers, spouses, and children for the week-
end.  Review the college or university
programs for the weekend, and be sure
to fit your functions and times in so that
they are not in conflict with what the col-
lege is doing.  Send letters of invitation.
Have the undergrads make phone calls.

The Cornell Chapter House
Put on a great show and do it again, and
again, and again.

For an alumni association that has ex-
isted for some time, there is a tendency
for most members to kick back and con-
vince themselves that “Judge Rice” will
take care of it.  Cornell’s Judge Rice was
a local village justice in the next town over
from Ithaca.  He did everything to hold
ADPhi at Cornell together for many, many
years.  Each time new undergrad officers
were elected, he had us over for Sunday
brunch (where he served the best home
made bloody Mary’s from tomatoes grown
in his own garden) and explained to all of
us the seriousness with which we needed
to take our offices.  When we needed guid-
ance, he was there.  When we required
help, he was there.  Find someone close
by your chapter, and work on them mer-
cilessly until you obtain their agreement
to help out in certain ways.  Make sure
that the personalities and the fit are ap-
propriate before you make a match, but
doing this well can make a huge differ-
ence.

The risk of a good, strong Judge Rice,
is that there is no depth on the bench.  As
a good leader, you must work hard to iden-
tify and prepare your replacement.  Fail-
ing to do this well can mean years of work
will fall apart, and it will take years to build
it back up.  The key is to pass along what
you have learned that works, and what
has failed.  These things will change over
time, so be prepared to roll with the
changes, but be sure to keep some things
routine and dependable.

Counted among the routine and de-

pendable are initiation, newsletters,
Homecoming, and reunions.  At Cornell,
the undergrads send out an invitation to
all alumni announcing initiation and re-
questing that the alums return to help in
the process.  The undergrads do the same
for homecoming, and announce what the
weekend plans will be.  The alumni an-
nounce our reunion plans in our newslet-
ter and in the University catalogue that
announces all plans for the weekend.
Both undergrads and alums provide ma-
terial for our newsletter that is produced
twice annually.  However, we have a third
party responsible for riding herd on us all
so that articles are produced in a timely
fashion, and the newsletter is sent out.

Any one of these issues above could
be the basis for an article where we dis-
sect what to do, how to do it, and what
the pros and cons will be.  None of it is
hard, but none of it is easy for us to ac-
complish since we are pulled in so many
different directions by our jobs, families,
and friends.  However, someone must
take ultimate responsibility for doing these
things routinely, and doing them well.  This
person must then spread the responsibil-
ity so that others are involved and no one
becomes burned out too fast.

Perhaps the real bottom line on all of
this is that doing some or all of these
things once will accomplish very little.
These things must be done, and done
well, routinely.  One bad function may
cause you to lose a few alums who will
never return because their spouse was
so offended or turned off by what they

(continued on page six)
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Please send all address changes and
any e-mail addresses to

Alpha Delta Phi Headquarters at
office@alphadeltaphi.org or

mail to headquarters.

Alumni Volunteers Needed

WANTED:  HISTORICAL MATERIAL ABOUT THE LITERARY TRADITION
 We are anxious to prepare a history of the literary tradition of Alpha Delta
Phi, going back to the earliest days of the fraternity; however, there is a giant
void of historical material in the international office, and at several of the
chapters with whom we have spoken.

The Middletown Chapter has excellent records that go back more than a
century.  They will do some research in their minutes and other papers to
see if they can discover some anecdotal items, or some good solid history of
the process.  This will take some time, because they are busy publishing a
100 year history of the chapter house itself. But, their historian has already
discovered references to the literary side of life!!!!!

In the meantime, we are asking brothers to search their own chapter files
or personal files to see if they have anything that would let us know more
about the literary tradition of the fraternity from inception up to the 1950’s.

If you have anything of possible interest, please let Bill Millard in the inter-
national office know what you have.  We will be very thankful for any and all
efforts.

.

Winding Road To The Present
teams in intramurals competition: one
called the Adelphos and the second
called the Running Rebels.  They still
worked together as one body, but there
was indeed an emergence of differing
roles in regards to the framework of the
whole.

In the spring of 1984, the Adelpho
Brothers sought out the Alpha Delta
Phi. Since the official founding of the
Adelphos in 1963, members of the fra-
ternity would wear the letters of the Al-
pha Delta Phi due to their similarity with
the syllabic breakdown of their name.
When membership began to wane,
some brothers felt obligated to find out
if there was a greater pool of brothers
available; they wanted to become a
part of a larger brotherhood.

Upon researching the national fra-
ternity, the Adelphos found that the
morals, traditions and history of Alpha
Delta Phi were quite similar to their
own.  Though many of the Adelphos
were enthusiastic about joining Alpha
Delta Phi, there were also those who
did not agree with being a part of a
national fraternity; those who felt they
would lose their heritage amongst the
culture of Alpha Delta Phi, and that the
new membership would not add to our
brotherhood, but, rather, subtract from
it.  Those who did not choose to pledge
Alpha Delta Phi, while not members of
our greater fraternity are still consid-
ered Adelphos by the local chapter and
are welcomed with open arms.

The Adelphos became an affiliate of
Alpha Delta Phi on December 7, 1984.
The first pledge classes were initiated
by the Stanford Chapter until, in 1987,

the Adelphos received their charter as
the Adelpho Chapter at Chapman Col-
lege.  The first pledge class, of fifteen
men, consisted of: Daniel Bowen,
Elbert DeWitt, Bill Dodge, Fred
Fascinelle, Karl Korzenewski, Steve
Longley, Cameron Malotte, Kevin
McHarg, Luis Pietre, Bill “Bump” Peters,
Mike Ritter, Bill Theriault, Marlow
Walker, John Wheaton and Al Yoder.

Since the Adelphos’ entrance into the
Alpha Delta Phi, they have had a great
deal of influence on the International
Fraternity. This influence includes: hav-
ing one brother who served as Inter-
national President, Bill Dodge, one
brother who currently serves on the
Board of Governors, David Green, and
having earned one award from the In-
ternational Fraternity (Most Improved
Chapter 2002).

Last year, the Adelphos enjoyed their
40th anniversary as a local chapter and
this year celebrate their first hosting of
the International Convention on August
6th-8th.

Adelphos have been at Chapman
twice as long as any other fraternity. In
that time they have never been put on
probation by the school (a feat un-
matched by other societies). This
achievement says a great deal about
the loyalty, honesty and discipline that
have been instilled in them by their
leaders and the alumni that have con-
stantly supported them.  The Adelphos,
thankful for their proud tradition, look
forward to welcoming both sides of their
extended family (both local and inter-
national) at the events surrounding the
convention this summer.

(continued from page two)

by Jon Vick, Hamilton ’64

If you have a few hours a month that
you can devote to Alpha Delta Phi,
please consider volunteering some
time to help your fraternity with some
specific needs.  Alumni brothers in the
following fields are needed to provide
advice and counsel to the ADP
International Staff and Board of Govern-
ors from time to time:
* Legal
* Fund Raising
* Merchandising
* Communications
* Public Relations
* Information Technology
* Real Estate Management

If you are involved in one of these
fields and would like to help, we would
welcome your assistance.  Please call
Alpha Delta Phi International Executive
Director, Brother Bill Millard ILL ’80, at
847-965-1832 (Morton Grove, IL) or
Board of Governors VP Jon Vick HAM
’64, at 760-751-0300 (San Diego, CA)
to discuss how your skills and knowl-
edge might be of assistance.  Thank
you for supporting our fraternity!

In the January issue of Kiplinger’s Your
Money (Knight A. Kiplinger, COR ’69),
eleven (11) of the private colleges where
Alpha Delta Phi has chapters were iden-
tified as being tops in quality, cost, and
value. Out of 1,300 private schools ana-
lyzed, the following schools with Alpha
Delta Phi Chapters were identified as
schools that combine academic excel-
lence with generous aid packages and
lower total costs:
#3  Amherst College
#7 Yale University
#8 Washington & Lee University
#12 M.I.T.
#14 Johns Hopkins University
#41 Cornell University
#45 Kenyon College
#65 Union College
#66 Hamilton College
#71 Trinity College
#90 University of Rochester

Best Values in Private Colleges
by Jon Vick, Hamilton ’64
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Adventures for Alpha Delts!
Alpha Delta Phi International is

planning to arrange adventures for
AD Alumni and friends.

The Star Clipper sailing week is
the first of these, but there are many
more possibilities.

Please let us know what trips you
would like us to arrange for you and
your brothers.
* Barge trips in France
* Skiing in Vail
* Tennis matches in CA
* Trips to Napa, etc.

Please let us know by e-mailing
the international office at office@
alphadeltaphi.org

Different Breed
(continued from page three)

Solid Alumni Program

Growney, “but, if our fraternity didn’t
change, then it wouldn’t be around to-
day.”

When asked what changes needed
to happen to keep the fraternity vital in
these times, Bro. Growney states, “We
have to focus more on how to help stu-
dents deal with alcohol and drugs; and
we have to really reclaim our status as
an academic and literary society. You
might laugh at that; but, it has kept our
fraternity alive and growing.”

Where do the denizens of the Animal
House now find themselves? Many of
them, at least once per year, find them-
selves enjoying each other’s company
at a brother’s private home within a Colo-
rado resort. You would not be surprised
to find them swapping old stories about
days of youth; but, you might be sur-
prised to know that every year brings a
new keynote speaker on a different topic
of great worth (recently, the group wel-
comed a member of the President’s Ad-
visory Council on stem cell research),

and that all participants are expected to
make a presentation (sometimes a joke,
sometimes an ode, sometimes a reflec-
tion) to the entire group. Though the
Deltas still laugh at the episodes from
college, and recognize much truth in the
successful movie, it is these lifelong
bonds and times of sharing which is what
truly makes Alpha Delta Phi special to
them.

A particular individual’s presentation to
the group in Colorado has now become
a traditional ode which is recited at all
gatherings of the group. Mocking Henry
V’s charge to his men before he leads
them into the battle of Agincourt (in
Shakespeare’s play, Henry V), the
brother speaks of a “band of brothers”
who must go attack the slopes of the
Arapahoe Basin.  And as the audience
smiles, and the speaker mentions how
sorry those will be who do not partake in
this battle together, you can see that this
band of brothers is much more than a
few funny jokes on videocassettes; they
are the whole men that our fraternity has
produced since 1832.

saw or experienced.  A good perfor-
mance may prompt an alum to donate
his time, talent, or treasure to help you
accomplish your goals.  You never
know who might walk through your
door and offer their help, but you must
invite them in first.

(continued from page four)
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Chapter News Notes From Across The Continent
by  Dustin Jones, California ’03

California Chapter
After a few years of California Chap-

ter struggling, the Cal Chapter is be-
coming quite a force on the Berkeley
campus. Successful events are bring-
ing the brothers together in new ways.
The recent eighteen hole (room) golf-
themed party was a huge success.  The
brothers are also making progress on
the philanthropic front by organizing a
school supply drive for the Berkeley
School District. As for alumni affairs,
last semester’s Big Game Luncheon
was an incredible success, with no
more than a three-year gap in Alpha
Delt representation from the late 40’s
through 2006. The future does, how-
ever, hold uncertainty as the entire
Greek community adjusts to the new
standards that were agreed upon after
the 2002 moratorium on housed
events.

Minnesota Chapter
The re-established Minnesota Chap-

ter is officially up and running again as
the founding fathers receive their diplo-
mas and the organization receives its
Charter from the International.  The
brothers came in with a strong eight-man
new member class this spring, and
capped off the training with a success-
ful Founder’s Day Initiation in which
many alumni participated.  While the
chapter is going through some growing
pains, it is still making significant
progress in almost all aspects of frater-
nity.  At the current rate of growth, the
chapter will soon have the numbers re-
quired to rejoin the Interfraternal Coun-
sel and be a recognized part of the Min-
nesota Greek Community.

Lambda Phi Chapter
The Lambda Phi Chapter is doing well

during a very turbulent time in the MIT
community.  Recent student housing de-
velopments affecting recruitment
threaten to eliminate up to half of the
MIT chapters. While the chapter
stumbled with the new developments
last year, initiating only five, it rebounded
strongly this year with an eleven man
class.  Alumni and undergraduates are
gathering this spring to overhaul the new
member education system and plan for
the coming year.  Through cooperation,
alumni and active brothers will see the
chapter through what could be a violent
attrition for MIT Greeks.

Illinois Chapter
The Illinois Chapter is Alpha Delta

Phi’s rebound success story of the year.
After generating serious debt the previ-

ous year in an accounting fiasco, the
chapter is again gaining its financial foot-
ing in what had been a sea of red ink.
New alumni leadership is keeping the
chapter focused on the long term, while
two good-sized new member classes
are assuring short term success.  Be-
yond this, our men continue to excel aca-
demically, surpassing the vast majority
of fraternities in grade point average.
For the chapter to remain competitive,
the men may have to implement some
structural changes and construct a new
fund-raising program.

Kenyon Chapter
The Kenyon Chapter had an historic

year as it celebrated the opening of the
Ganter, their new state-of-the-art lodge
named after one of their most dedicated
alumni.  The brotherhood gathered to
dedicate the building on Homecoming
last fall, with Kenyon’s new President
speaking to assembled students, alumni
and faculty.  The lodge will serve as a
gathering place for all kinds of events
and will surely contribute greatly to the
Kenyon Alpha Delt experience.  The

chapter is not without its challenges how-
ever.  The college recently passed a rule
prohibiting sophomores from living in fra-
ternity dorm sections, a mandate that is
adversely affecting all chapters.  While
the chapter will go through an adjust-
ment process, the addition of the Ganter
will no doubt make things easier on the
brothers.

Memorial Chapter
Our brothers in Montreal are having

a good year, despite tight finances and
a house that tends to eat money. The
men initiated nine since the fall.  If con-
tinued, this growth rate could put them
back near the large numbers of the
chapter’s glory days. The chapter is
dealing with many of the issues that
come with being located on a campus
with almost no Greeks. They plan to
work with other small Greek organiza-
tions to really start making an impact on
the campus and Montreal communities.
On the alumni side of things, Alan
Zelnicker has taken over for the tireless
Jim Godber. He is looking to develop a
significant alumni operations program.

The University of Rochester Alpha Delta Phi Chapter House (built in 1930 en-
tirely by contributions from alumni, and transferred to the University in a late
1960’s token sale to comply with the tax code) has been reassigned for the next
academic year to a newly-formed special interest music group. Placement in
the “special interest housing lottery” was a result of a series of University code
violations by the Rochester Chapter’s undergraduates.  Over the years, the fra-
ternity has paid for all maintenance and improvements to the house, including a
major $500,000 renovation in 1980. The Rochester Chapter’s alumni group, the
Genesee Graduate Chapter, under the guidance of Brothers Roger Zaenglein R
’48, Pete Heinrich R ’60, Peter Waasdorp R ’62 and several other local alumni,
are working diligently with the undergraduates and the university administra-
tion to regain the use of the chapter house for the 2005-2006 academic year and
beyond. 
.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Alpha Delta Phi Foundation Has A New Name!

The directors of the Alpha Delta Phi
Foundation have changed the name of
the Foundation to the Samuel Eells Lit-
erary and Educational Foundation.
The name change was made to maximize
the possibility of gift matches by employ-
ers—many employers that match chari-
table gifts made by their employees to
tax-qualified entities specifically exclude
Greek-letter organizations from eligibility.

The Foundation, which was estab-
lished in 1961, has current assets of
slightly more than $500,000.  Contribu-
tions to the Foundation are tax-deduct-
ible, unlike contributions to the fraternity,
which are not tax-deductible.  The Foun-
dation, which is completely independent
of the fraternity, can make grants for
charitable and educational purposes.
The Foundation’s Board of Directors is
comprised of alumni from the various
chapters; the Foundation has no employ-
ees, and relies on volunteer staff.  The
Board of the Foundation meets in New
York twice yearly, usually in October and
April.  Among its other activities, the Foun-
dation provides the funding for the

by Edward J. Donahue, Johns Hopkins
’68/Virginia ’03

Board of Directors
Robert S. Price, Esq., K ’58 (Pres.)
Raymond P. Thorman, UN ’76 (V.P.)
Edward C. Cerny, Esq., MID ’65 (Sec.)
William E. Millard, ILL ’80 (Treas.)
Thomas M. Clark BDN ’99
Edward J. Donahue, JH ‘68
C. Raymond Grebey, K ’49
E. Michael Growney, D ’58
Angus McKee, TOR ’58
Robert B. McKelvey, MID ’59
Peter C. Munson, HAM ’64
E. Magruder Passano, JH ’65
Donald J. Wright, WIS ’62

Seward Scholarships and the Literary
Competition.  The fraternity’s $10 million
Third Century capital campaign will so-
licit gifts to the Foundation.  The Foun-
dation will be asked to use the income
from the $10 million to provide additional
Seward Scholarships, technology grants
for fraternity members, and housing
grants tied to applicants’ grade point av-
erages.

One of the major changes in the scope
of activities that the Foundation can fund
is currently being reviewed and refined.
A recent private letter ruling by the IRS
for the Gamma Nu Foundation appears
to significantly broaden the types of ex-
penses that can be funded by a founda-
tion such as the Samuel Eells Founda-
tion.  The IRS opined that capital and
operating expenses incurred by fraterni-
ties that provided educational facilities
and services that mirrored those offered
by colleges and universities could qualify
for tax-deductibility.  While the specific
details were not spelled out in the IRS
ruling—which is not unusual, because
IRS rulings are often Delphic in tone—it
seems that the door is opened for at least
a limited range of tax-deductible contri-
butions for fraternity real estate.

SAVE THE DATES
The 172nd Convention

of Α∆Φ
August 5-8, 2004

Hosted by the Adelpho Chapter at
Chapman University, Orange, CA

See the website
www.alphadeltaphi.org
or call the International

at 847-965-1832
for further details!


